
 

 
German Cancer Research Center | C055 | PO Box 101949 | 69009 Heidelberg | Germany 

To: 
Collegio di Dottorato in Medicina Molecolare 
Università degli Studi di Siena 
Siena 
Italy 

From: 
Genomic Epidemiology Group (C055) 

Federico Canzian, PhD 
 

 
Im Neuenheimer Feld 280 

69120 Heidelberg 
Germany 

Telephone +49-6221-421791 
www.dkfz.de 

f.canzian@dkfz.de 

 
Heidelberg, 6 July 2022 

 

 

 

Hosting Organisation Acceptance Letter  

 

Invitation for Romano Liotti ,PhD student in Molecular Medicine at university of Siena. 

On behalf of the German Cancer Research Center / Deutsches Krebsforschungszentrum (DKFZ), I 
Federico Canzian, Group Leader, Genomic Epidemiology Group, invited the PhD student Romano Liotti 
to do a mobility period in my Group at DKFZ from 01/11/2022 to 31/03/2023 for a period of 5 months. 
 
During this period the activities will be focused on the study of human genetic variability and cancer 
susceptibility. Specifically, it will concern the investigation of the mutational landscape of genes typically 
involved in multiple myeloma (MM). Activities to be carried out during the visit will involve performing the 
necessary experiments to validate the presence of mutations in several genes as biomarkers and initiate 
the development of a method for targeting oncogenic alleles, using techniques such as ddPCR. In 
parallel, an effort will be devoted to implementing a CRISPR gene-editing system to target in vitro the 
oncogenic alleles, hampering the malignant phenotype of MM cells by reducing cell proliferation, 
survival, and invasiveness. We will evaluate whether the presence of specific mutations could be 
prognostic biomarkers for MM and predictive of the evolution of the disease. In the host organization, 
the student will gain significant experience in molecular techniques used on liquid biopsy.  

 

 

 

 

Best regards. 

 
Federico Canzian, PhD 
Group Leader, DKFZ 
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