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Introduction

Dendntic cells (DCs) are antigen-presenting cells and during their lifespan, DCs are exposed to different
oxygen tensions as they patrol several tissue microenvironments, including thymus and lymph nodes, which
are characterized by hypoxia (e.g., 2-10% oxygen tension).
Materials and Methods
Human monocyte-derived DCs were exposed to hypoxia (2% 02) by using a hypoxic chamber. DCs survival,
apoptosis and autophagy were then analyzed by Western blot, qRT-PCR, ELISA and confocal microscopy.
Results
Hypoxia differently affects DCs survival and, more interestingly, autophagy, depending upon their maturation
levels.
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